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‘it’s for the fun of
competing—it doesn’t
matter a damn who
wins,” says Mrs Morley of
Mecca. It’s more fun to win
than lose, but 13 of the
finalists, with judges (left
to right) Jimmy Tarbuck,
Dora Bryan, Eric Morley,
Hylda Baker and Joe Loss,
keep right on smiling through
the Jong hours of suspense.

Miss World:
Wednesday 9.20
BBC1 Colour

Cover story 'SHE WAS 2

aeewesrsmmmme  Deautiful  baby!’
Of course. One would hardly ex-

pect less of our very own Miss
UK, Marilyn Ward. ‘' As soon as
the nurse handed her to me I
knew she would do something
special.” Her mother recalls the
birth of Britain’s Venus. ‘ You'll
think this sounds funny, but
when she woen the Miss UK title
I had this feeling of contentment
...my premonition fulfilled. Or
partly.’

Partly? You mean...? ‘Miss
World. Yes, I have a feeling.” We
shall see this week if the vibes
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were right, writes Jenny Camp-
bell. For around 30 million
people in Britain are expected to
be watching Miss World crowned
on television on Wednesday.

And even if one’s private fancy
is for something more exotic than
our English rose, it’s nice to know
that the country will be beauti-
fully represented.

Though in the best traditions
of sportsmanship the beauty
queens play for the fun of it all,
they are playing as hard as they
know how. ‘It's the glory,’ said
one, ‘ not the money.” And having
watched from the touchlines, as
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it were, the tournament that
Marilyn won to become Miss UK,
I can only say well played that
girl. It was a stunning sight to
see all 43 Miss UK contestants
gathered together in Blackpool.

* kK

heir beauty was bigger than
life, twice as much hair as

anyone usually grows, bril-
llant complexions, extravagant

lashes and a positively old-time
abundance -of bosoms, hips and
thighs. Hot pants and boots were
highly favoured and it seemed
as If a wave of principal boys
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‘It’s a great game—

you can’t treat it any

other way,” says Phil

Lewis, who directs Wednes-
day’s Miss World film. But any |

competition has its tensions,
which show here as, Jeft to
right, Miss Glasgow (Una
Watt), Miss England (Marilyn
Ward), Miss Edinburgh (Pat-
ricia Chennel), Miss Dundee
(Margaret Stewart) and Miss
Derby (Wendy Ann George)
wait for their nerve-racking
turn in front of the judges.

had swept from pantomime into
the hotel.

They were welcomed by Mrs
Morley, wife of the chairman of
Mecca, who of course organises
both the Miss UK and Miss World
contests. * You are competing,’ she
told them, ‘for the fun of it
And just forget Women’s Lib.
Cattlemarket or no cattlemarket,
I'm proud to be working with you.
And let’'s be sportswomen when
it's all over and shake hands. They
say women can't get along to-
gether. But we can . . . because
we have to.’

There she was wrong. The girls

RADIO TIMES DATED 4 NOVEMBER 19¢1

qudqﬂ Moore

N s

‘After a year as Miss
UK a girl comes out
the betterforit,” says
- Mr Morley. ‘It equates, you
- might say, with having been to
 the very best public school...’
S0 Miss UK, Marilyn Ward,
- may be drinking champagne

e

~In Rolls Royces for years to

- Come. Meanwhile, at home in
Hampshire, her mother says:
‘I hope she’ll never change.’

e
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get on together, not because they
are forced into it, but because
they are a nice bunch of cheer_ful
girls, fairly determined to enjoy
a couple of days off made all the
sweeter by the fact that Mecca
shells out for them. Back in the
bedrooms they shared, all was
giggles and gossip. They _helped
each other with their hair and
their zips. Some Know each other
from other competitions, bgcause
though they can’t compete In _the
Mecca contest more than twice,

there are many others around.
At nine o’clock the next morn-

ing the girls all earned full-marks_
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for effort. Not an eyelash out of
place, hair well lacquered and
all in dazzling costumes. Through-
out the contest their wardrobes
were a wonder to behold.

Kk

emember,” Mr Eric Morley,
the chairman, told them,
‘the higher the prize
money the more chance there 1is
of bribery.” The cool thousand
that Miss UK would win was not
worth the trouble, it seemed.
Miss World herself only wins
£2000 but, as Mr Morley ex-
plained, if she can play the Mecca

T T —— T 7

way Miss World can hope to make
between £40,000 and £50,000, and
Miss UK up to £15,000 from pub-

lic appearances, endorsements,
advertising, tours and opening
supermarkets. Mecca become their
managers for the usual 25 per
cent. The Miss UK is a sponsored
contest, but profits from Miss
World go to the Variety Club of
(reat Britain’s charities.

With these encouraging oppor-
tunities to think about, the girls
went off to the open-air swimming
baths to rehearse for the first part
of the contest. Mr Morley staved
to explain the/continued over

e e —— iy
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‘Walk forward with a ‘ SRR e A R 0 O BB BE F  sclves beautiful. In the afternoon
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little during the long hours of
rehearsal. Most were glad to
be taking the weight off their
winklepickers, which were
Jjust killing them. When it
came to the actual swimsuit
contest the girls displayed
both stamina and fortitude.
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'n the evening, more gorgeously
gowned than ever, they piled
S R T _ : =t _ into a coach to take them to
s . . P e the ballroom. And into the
(e . cn £7 86 SO R SN gty Y GRS e s ‘ P [.ocarno had come the holiday-

' e % 3 N ' Eev R makers from the Golden Mile, to

w4 ; ST R RS B scc the beauties who never seem-

el B P ) R gs Rs Fial SR cd to reach the beach. While the

* ' S B8 film of the swimsuit judging was

S e __ B being screened, the girls talked
M A AR - - B | (0 the second panel of judges.
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Saain T avening dress, and then back into
_ - i swimsuits for a chat to Michael
Aspel. Finally seven were chosen
and, radiant as ever, they did
their thing all over again.
g I'he results were announced
backwards. Third, Miss Basil-
don — her ambition: to be happy.
eSS e ; Second, Miss Blackpool, who came
i _ S from Manchester and whose
i | | hobby was weight training. First,
e . : _ | - | and fulfilling her mother’s pre-
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: lyvn Ward, a model from New

Milton in Hampshire.
& As she stepped up to the man-
¢ aging director of the sponsors to

receive a cheque for £1,000 her
nand went delicately to her eyes.
lTears of joy? No, indeed. She
was just fixing her lashes.

The traditional winner’s anthem
was played. Written by Mrs
Morley's invalid father, it is a
tune both stirring and reverent,
vhose opening bars had people
on their feet mistaking it for ‘ God
Save the Queen.” Marilvn recalls
that magic moment: ‘Walking
down the catwalk, it’s marvellous.
PR s Te B S5 W - — As soon as 1 hear that music . . .
connnued/stout genueman with a 10 say 1h:;jt they .hadnt made the you’ll think I'm soft, but I'm all
middle parting and a huge cigar, ﬁnals.‘ 'Yqu can t‘ gftt a swelled ctirred up even if it’'s not me
chatted to the girls and later an- head In this game, said one. that’s won. It’s wonderful ’
nounced the extra two who would It was quite a surprise to find After that she was mobbed by
make up the 15 finalists. one girl who was frankly dis- photographers, then went off to
*** appointed. _Perha-ps I”'E-'-‘V_jOUS suc-  the hotel to get her beauty sleep.

cesses had conditioned her to win As she reclined regally in the
isappointment was taken and indeed she had n*_nad(:% a p.roﬁt- back of a limousine, two nice
verv well by those not able career out of being a beaui}{ Blackpool ladies popped their
chosen and even next day, queen. "lve been z:}kag myself, heads inside the car. ‘Congratu-
when they had been told 1o She Séild: pl{ZZ]f_f—df *Whatiﬁ E&-mng latmns.: dear, we think you're
vacate their hotel rooms by 12 with me’ Surely 1t can E be my lovely,” they said beaming. And
o’clock like daylight Cinderellas, legs! - Could it be my halljr Itold fo_rt.lﬁefir by their good wishes
cheerfulness prevailed. They’d my boyfriend that if I won we'd Miss UK went off to open some
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| continued/rulings. ‘ Married wo- a husband who's 2 carpenter, a round. Thirteen finalists were at any time waiting to be slain.
' men aren’t allowed — contrary to semi-detached house and a sea- chosen, but the suspense was still That evening there were about
my nature. because I believe in side resort holiday with the kids. Kkilling because two more were to five girls to every Blackpool coun-
equality of opportunity. The There can be tragicconsequences.” be chosen that evening, when all cillor and though Michael Aspel
ruling comes from experience. When it came to the actual the girls would put on evening was there in his capacity as com-
| We found dangers in the change swimsuit contest, thed %irls dés- dreises an;i att(-(eir_ld la mayotlilal re- pere, doublyh charming and
of personality in the winner. laved both stamina and fortitude. ception. ccordingly, wi re- astringently humorous 1in the
Aftegea year yas Miss UK a girl Ililoycane flinched as they walked fashioned hairdos and a plethora flesh, he had to spread himself creeping in. Here sympath-

comes out the better for it. She’s past a fountain spraying icy drops of white chiffon and spangles, pretty thinly to go rouncd isers console Miss Purley
learned to mix. learned to dress over them. And when it came on they attended the formal dinner. The girls compensated by eat- | (SorralynCros-ton)forfailing

| and she’'s been to the best to rain and the judges scurried P 4 Ing a hearty five-course dinner to make the final. ‘The worst
' restaurants. It equates, you might to shelter pretty sharpish, ths : e e ?}l;ld lg the rle;laJ:ed a:imosphef‘i‘ part,’ says Sorralyn, who was

. . bravely stood their groun seems In the nature of beauty they became lively and a grea _ g :
say, with having been to the very girils y featured in Radio Times in

. best public school until dismissed to the dressing- contests that men are kept well deal prettier. It seemed absurg ,, B bmthbt shar Bolory iikerin: e g pige
: - . 1 - lear of the competitors. Though that any one of them should be = | August,’/ ' = contest, they said, have to wail another ye efo supermarkets, which is what she’s
. The single girl can marry into room. et ’ : S e S MG Joar n o thaend the worst of it getting married.” Even after been doing ever since, all the

this world. But a married one Soon. however, the sun came all the girls were dressed to kill, eliminated. Mr Morley and his | | had fun, three vears of engagement, the wav to Miss World
med all there were very few men around scrutineer, a / continued over — was telephoning to their mum:
. may not be content to go back to out and radiance was resu d , ﬁ | p |

e

‘We keep mums and
boyfriends off the
premises,” says Mr
Morley. ‘It puts managers
off.” But somehow they keep
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